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Michelangelo s works explored many facets of the
life of Jesus, yet one of the most poignant was also one
of the most simple. In the 1540s he sketched a pieta (a
picture of Jesus’ mother holding the body of the dead
Christ) for his friend Vittoria Colonna. Done in chalk,
the drawing depicts Mary looking to the heavens as she
cradles her Son’ s still form. Rising behind Mary, the
upright beam of the cross carries these words from Dan-
te’ s Paradise, “There they don’ t think of how much
blood it costs.” Michelangelo’ s point was profound:
when we contemplate the death of Jesus, we must consider
the price He paid.

The price paid by Christ is captured in His dying
declaration, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The term
for “it is finished” (tetelestai) was used in several
ways—to show a bill had been paid, a task finished, a
sacrifice offered, a masterpiece completed. Each of them
applies to what Jesus did on our behalf on the cross!
Perhaps that’ s why the apostle Paul wrote, “May [ nev-
er boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through which the world has been crucified to me, and I
to the world” (Galatians 6:14).

Jesus’ willingness to take our place is the eter-
nal evidence of how much God loves us. As we contemplate
the price He paid, may we also celebrate His love—and

give thanks for the cross.



Reflect & Pray:

How could each meaning of tetelestai be applied to
the cross of Jesus and what He accomplished there? Why
does each one have meaning to you?

By: Bill Crowder Source: Our Daily Bread 02/04/2021
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Day One: Gratitude

1. Thank God for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the

redemption grace brought to all believers.

2. Since we have received God’ s grace, how will you re-
spond to His love? Do you take this freely given

grace for granted, treating Easter as just another



holiday? Bring your weaknesses before God, confessing
your struggles to Him openly.

. Pray that the Lord helps us to continually study and

listen to His word, obedient to His will.

. Pray for Muslims for 30 days (refer to prayer manu-
al).
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Walking through the Scottish National Gallery, I
was drawn to the strong brushwork and vibrant colors of
one of many Olive Trees paintings by Dutch artist Vin-
cent van Gogh. Many historians believe the work was in-
spired by Jesus’ experience in the garden of Gethsemane
on the Mount of Olives. What especially caught my eye on
the canvas of the painting were the small red splotches

of paint among the ancient trees.

Known as the Mount of Olives because of all the
olive trees located on the mountainside, Jesus went
there to pray on the night that He predicted His disci-
ple Judas would betray Him. Jesus was overwhelmed with
anguish knowing the betrayal would result in His cruci-
fixion. As He prayed, “his sweat was like drops of
blood falling to the ground” (Luke 22:44). Jesus ago-
ny was evident in the garden as He prepared for the pain
and humiliation of a public execution that would result
in the physical shedding of His blood on that Good Fri-
day long ago.

The red paint on Van Gogh' s painting reminds us
that Jesus had to “suffer many things and be rejected”
(Mark 8:31). While suffering is part of His story, how-
ever, it no longer dominates the picture. Jesus' victo-
ry over death transforms even our suffering, allowing i1t
to become only a part of the beautiful landscape of our

lives He' s creating.
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Reflect & Pray :

Why is it important for you to remember Jesus’
suffering? How does His example help you when you suf-
fer?

By: Lisa M. Samra Source: Our Daily Bread 07/04/2023
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Day Two: Confession and Repentance

1. Pray for the Lord s forgiveness of our offenses. Ask
the Lord to forgive our selfishness and greed, and to
help us live humbly, centered on Christ rather than
ourselves.
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. Pray for the redeeming power of the blood of Jesus to

cleanse us, making us holy and pure vessels before
the Lord.

Invite the Holy Spirit into our lives, asking God to
grant us strength and humility to truly examine eve-

rything deep within our souls.

. Pray for our words and actions so that they may glo-

rify God.

. Pray for Muslims for 30 days (refer to prayer manu-
al).
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The ambulance door was about to close—with me on
the inside. Outside, my son was on the phone to my wife.
From my concussed fog, I called his name. As he recalls
the moment, [ slowly said, “Tell your mom I love her
very much.”

Apparently I thought this might be goodbye, and I
wanted those to be my parting words. In the moment,

that’ s what mattered most to me.

As Jesus endured His darkest moment, He didn’ t
merely tell us He loved us; He showed it in specific
ways. He showed it to the mocking soldiers who had just
nailed Him to a cross: “Father, forgive them, for they
do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). He gave
hope to a criminal crucified with Him: “Today you will
be with me in paradise” (v. 43). Nearing the end, He
looked at His mother. “Here is your son,” He said to
her, and to His close friend John He said, “Here is
your mother” (John 19:26 - 27). Then, as His life
slipped from Him, Jesus’ s last act of love was to trust
His Father: “Into your hands I commit my spirit” (Luke
23:46).

Jesus purposefully chose the cross in order to
show His obedience to His Father—and the depth of His
love for us. To the very end, He showed us His relent-

less love.
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Reflect & Pray :

What matters most to you? How do love and obedi-
ence fit together?

By: Tim Gustafson Source: Our Daily Bread 18/04/2019
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Day Three: Christ’s Passion

1. Reflect on the fact of Jesus’ suffering, being cruci-
fied on the cross, and dying for our sins. Offer
gratitude for the deep and wide love of the Lord Je-

Sus.

2. Pray for brothers and sisters facing hardships and

suffering in life.
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3. Pray for brothers and sisters who are physically un-
well, asking for God' s healing and strengthening of
their faith. Pray for those members who are unable to
attend physical gatherings due to poor health, that
the Lord may grant them strength and fill them with
more joy and satisfaction, enabling them to worship
God at home with their hearts aligned with truth.

4. Pray for Muslims for 30 days (refer to prayer manu-
al).
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Does having a friend nearby make pain more beara-
ble? Researchers at the University of Virginia conducted
a fascinating study to answer that question. They wanted
to see how the brain reacted to the prospect of pain,
and whether i1t behaved differently if a person faced the
threat of pain alone, holding a stranger’ s hand, or
holding the hand of a close friend.

Researchers ran the test on dozens of pairs, and
found consistent results. When a person was alone or
holding a stranger’ s hand while anticipating a shock,
the regions of the brain that process danger 1it up. But
when holding the hand of a trusted person, the brain re-
laxed. The comfort of a friend s presence made the pain
seem more bearable.

Jesus needed comfort as He prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane. He knew what He was about to face: betrayal,
arrest, and death. He asked His closest friends to stay
and pray with Him, telling them that His soul was

“overwhelmed with sorrow” (Matt. 26:38). But Peter,
James, and John kept falling asleep.

Jesus faced the agony of the garden without the
comfort of a hand to hold. But because He bore that
pain, we can be confident that God will never leave or
forsake us (Heb. 13:5). Jesus suffered so that we will
never have to experience separation from the love of God
(Rom. 8:39). His companionship makes anything we endure

18



more bearable.

Reflect & Pray :

Jesus, thank You for bearing the pain and isola-

tion of the Garden of Gethsemane and the cross for us.
Thank You for giving us a way to live in communion with

the Father.

By: Amy Peterson Source: Our Daily Bread 13/04/2017
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Day Four: Pray for Believers and the Church

1.

Pray for the renewal of faith and deepening of rela-
tionship with God among brothers and sisters in the

church.

Pray for every physical and online gathering of the
church. Ask the Lord to increase the faith, strength,
and desire for worship among members, encouraging one

another and worshiping the Lord together.

Ask God to expand the influence of our church, becom-
ing a blessing in our workplaces, families, communi-
ties, cities, and nations, so that generations may
know Jesus and bring glory to God the Father.

Pray for our brothers and sisters in the church to
effectively use their gifts in serving. Ask God to
help us be good stewards of the various gifts He has

given us in our ministries.

Pray for church leaders. Pray that God gives them a

willing heart to serve, so that their lives may re-

flect attitudes pleasing to God, bringing honour to

Him and benefit to others through their service. Ask
for wisdom for leaders so that their actions may

bless more people and extend the kingdom of God.
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6. Pray for the pastors, executive committee, leaders,
and their families of our church, asking the Lord to
guard and care for them in all things.

7. Pray for Muslims for 30 days (refer to prayer manu-
al).
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Elie Wiesel’ s book Night starkly confronts us
with the horrors of the Holocaust. Based on his own ex-
periences in Nazi death camps, Wiesel’ s account flips
the biblical story of the Exodus. While Moses and the
[sraelites escaped slavery at the first Passover (Exodus
12), Wiesel tells of the Nazis arresting Jewish leaders

following Passover.

Lest we criticize Wiesel and his dark irony, con-
sider that the Bible contains a similar plot twist. On
the night of Passover, Jesus, expected to free God s
people from suffering, instead permits Himself to be ar-
rested by those who would kill Him.

John ushers us into the holy scene before Jesus’
arrest. “Troubled in spirit” over what awaited Him, at
the Last Supper Jesus predicted His betrayal (John
13:21). Then, in an act we can scarcely comprehend,
Christ served His betrayer bread. The account reads:

“As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And
it was night” (v. 30). History’ s greatest injustice
was underway, yet Jesus declared, “Now the Son of Man
is glorified and God is glorified in him” (v. 31). In a
few hours, the disciples would experience panic, defeat,
and dejection. But Jesus saw God’ s plan unfolding as it
should.

When it seems as though the darkness is winning,
we can recall that God faced His dark night and defeated

23



it. He walks with us. It won’ t always be night.
Reflect & Pray :

When have you experienced panic, loss of hope, and
despair? How would you describe how you felt after you
came through that dark experience?

By: Tim Gustafson Source: Our Daily Bread 14/04/2022
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Day Five: Pray for Peace and Unity in Families, Communi-

ties, and Nations

1.

Reflect on the message of peace and harmony brought
by Jesus’ resurrection.

Pray for the health of your own parents. (Pray for
their salvation if they have not yet believed in the
Lord).

[f your parents are not with you, pray for their
safety in their comings and goings. If there are par-
ticular areas where your parents need God’ s mercy and
protection, entrust these matters to God at this mo-
ment.

Pray for any family members who have not yet believed
in the Lord, or who are spiritually weak, or facing
any obstacles. Ask the Lord to take control of all
these situations.

Pray for the nation of New Zealand, for peace, eco-

nomic stability, and social harmony. Ask the Lord to
grant wisdom to the national leaders to govern this

land so that the people may live in peace and pros-

perity.

Pray for Muslims for 30 days (refer to prayer manu-
al).
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Before Jim Caviezel played Jesus in the film The
Passion of the Christ, director Mel Gibson warned that
the role would be extremely difficult and could nega-
tively impact his career in Hollywood. Caviezel took on
the role anyway, saying, “I think we have to make it,

even if it is difficult.”

During the filming, Caviezel was struck by light-
ning, lost forty-five pounds, and was accidentally
whipped during the flogging scene. Afterwards, he stat-
ed, “I didn’ t want people to see me. I just wanted
them to see Jesus. Conversions will happen through
that.” The film deeply affected Caviezel and others on
the set, and only God knows how many of the millions who
watched 1t experienced changed lives.

The passion of Christ refers to the time of Je-
sus’ greatest suffering, from His triumphal entry on
Palm Sunday and including His betrayal, mocking, flog-
ging, and crucifixion. Accounts are found in all four

gospels.

In Isaiah 53, His suffering and its outcome are
foretold: “He was pierced for our transgressions, he
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are
healed” (v. 5). All of us, “like sheep, have gone
astray” (v. 6). But because of Jesus’ crucifixion and
resurrection, we can have peace with God. His suffering

opened the way for us to be with Him.
27



Reflect & Pray :

What aspect of Christ’ s life most impacts you?
How does His suffering affect you?

By: Alyson Kieda Source: Our Daily Bread 30/03/2024
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Day Six: Mission and Evangelism

1.

Pray for opportunities to share the message of Easter
with others, as well as for the spread of the gospel
worldwide.

Ask God to grant us courage and strength to boldly
live out our faith in the resurrection of Jesus in a
world often at odds with faith, drawing inspiration

from the courage of the early disciples.

This month is also the Muslim month of Ramadan. Let’s
pray for the salvation of Muslims. They are also a
beloved group of people by the Lord. Pray for Chris-
tians living in Islamic countries. Their lives are
often in tense situations, sometimes even facing
physical danger like war and persecution. Let’s pray
for their steadfast faith in the Lord.

Let’ s also pray for the salvation of our Chinese
brothers and sisters. Ask the Lord to help us be sen-
sitive to the calling of this generation, spreading
the gospel through us Christians abroad through any
means possible. Also, pray for Christians in China,
asking the Lord to personally lead them to suitable
churches for spiritual growth. Through their lives,
may they bear witness to the name of the Lord, shin-

ing as lights and salt in various positions.

Pray for Muslims for 30 days (refer to prayer manu-
al).
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